Homes to build clinical exchange

The backbone of electronic health
records, called a RHIO, is the focus of
attention for many acute care facilities.
Nursing homes have been slower to
embrace such technology, but that's
changing.

The Southern New York Association,
through the Information Network of
Southern NY Consortium, is launching
the INSNC RHIO so that nursing homes
can exchange clinical data and patient
information with other providers, includ-
ing hospitals, pharmacies, labs, insurers
and physician groups.

The total cost of the RHIO is about
$2.5 million, which INSNC is raising
from sources that include member con-

tributions, and federal and state grants,
according to INSNC Executive Director
John Hall. About 12 homes are partici-
pating in Phase 1 of the project.

Depending on its existing technology
infrastructure, a nursing home can
expect to pay between $70,000 and
$150,000 to implement a comprehen-
sive EMR solution, including software,
hardware and networking. Some homes
have robust infrastructure in place, while
others need a complete IT overhaul, Mr.
Hall says.

“Acute care facilities have a jump-
start,” he says. “We have to give our
nursing homes the ability to send and
receive data.”



